
17
20

INAUGURAL MEETING

Advancing PPE at every opportunity



2



CONTENTS

Welcome 05 

Schedule 06
Thursday 07

Friday 11
Saturday 17

New Orleans Suggestions 22

Participant Index 23



4

WELCOME



Dear Participants,

Welcome to the Inaugural Meeting of the PPE Society.  We have sponsored a number 
of sessions at other conferences, but this is our first free-standing PPE Society Confer-
ence. Thank you so much for the role you will play in making it a success.  

This program contains information about the various sessions that will be held 
during the conference.  Most are concurrent, but we do have two keynote addresses, 
one by Cristina Bicchieri (on Thursday) and one by Gerald Gaus (on Saturday) and we 
also have two receptions (one on Thursday and one on Friday). We have jammed a lot 
into the days, but the evenings are free for you to enjoy New Orleans and the compa-
ny of an incredibly interesting group of people.

The PPE Society’s mission is to encourage the interaction and cross-fertilization of 
three intellectual disciplines that are, in their history, deeply intertwined and that 
now, and going forward, have much to offer one another.  If you have not already, 
please join the PPE Society (which you can do at www.ppesociety.web.unc.edu/join-
the-ppe-society/).  

If you have any suggestions about how we might effectively pursue our mission 
please do not hesitate to pass them on to me.

In the meantime, please enjoy the PPE Society’s inaugural conference!

  Cordially,
Geoff Sayre-McCord
Founder & Executive Director
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Break Out Session 1
1:00 pm – 2:50 pm

The Wrongfulness of Political Corruption
Emanuela Ceva, Convener

Brookes Brown, Moderator

Presentations: 
“The Relational Injustice of Political Corruption” – Emanuela Ceva  
“Corruption: Basic Anatomy” – David Schmidtz  

“Partiality, Impartiality & the Definition of Political Corruption” – Robert  Sparling

Room: Strand 12A

Topics in Democratic Theory
Shany Mor, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Deliberative Democracy and the Problem of Tacit Knowledge” – Jonathan Benson

“Validating Democratic Theory” – William Berger
“Democratic Theory’s Achilles Heel” – Fran Schrag

Room: Strand 12B

Markets and Freedom
Douglas Den Uyl, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Tensions within the Market Model” – Paul Hurley
“Why Markets?  Two Views on the Relationship between Prosperity and Freedom” –  
         Edward McPhail and Vlad Tarko

Room: Bolden 3

Kantian Ethics and Economic Justice
Jessica Flanigan, Convener

Jonathan Anomaly, Moderator

Ryan Davis, Comments

Presentations:
“Egalitarianism for Independents” – Jessica Flanigan
“Kantian Contractualism and Economic Justice” – Jeppe von Platz
“Reciprocity, Citizenship, and Inequality in the Kantian State” – Suzanne Love
“Kant and the Problem of Assurance” – Ralf Bader

Room: Bolden 4

Registration, Displays and Exhibits
Room: Bolden 6
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Break Out Session 1 cont.

Break Out Session 2
3:00 pm – 4:50 pm

Scientific Practice, Policymaking, and Technology
Alex Campbell, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Scientific Frauds: Another Case of Market Failure or Fallen Angels?” – Emanuel Socaciu  
“How Politicized Science and Scientistic Policymaking Contributed to the Obesity  
        Epidemic: A Case Study at the Confluence of Science and Politics” – Scott Scheall  
“The Use of Torrents in Society: Towards a Hayekian Analysis of Copyright and         
        File-Sharing” – Radu Uszkai

Room: Bolden 5

Political Theory and the Origins of Economics
James Harrigan, Convener

Anthony Gill, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Justice as Exchange in the Platonic City of Pigs”  – James Harrigan
“The Early Modern Origins of Behavioral Economics”  – Richard Boyd 
“The Demands of the Moderns?  Benjamin Constant on Commerce, Self-Development,  
          and Political Representation”  – Gianna Englert
“Justice and the Language of Price:  A Humean Approach”  – William Kline

Room: Strand 12A

Historical Perspectives on Politics and Economics
Scott Scheall, Moderator

Presentations: 
“The Entrepreneur as Philosopher in Adam Smith”   – Dylan DelliSanti
“Reexamining the Douceur of Commerce in the Spirit of the Laws: The Jealousy of  
         Liberty and Commerce”   – Jiyoon Im
“Was Mill a Classical Liberal or a Proto-Progressive?”  – Daniel Jacobson 

Room: Strand 12B

Democracy and Justice
Michael Makovi, Moderator

Presentations: 
“The Possibility of the Reason of a Democratic People” – Brian Kogelmann
“In Defense of a Democratic Productivist Welfare State” – Michael Moehler 
“Justice and Feasibility” – Norman Daniels 

Room: Bolden 3

1:00 pm – 2:50 pm



Break Out Session 2 cont.

3:00 pm – 4:50 pm
PPE Programs, the PPE Society, and the PPE Network
Cathleen Johnson, Convener and Moderator

Panelists: 
Geoff Brennan
Geoff Sayre-McCord
Mike Munger
David Schmidtz

Room: Bolden 4

Plenary Session
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm

Norms, Networks and Sanitation
Cristina Bicchieri , Keynote Speaker

Room: Bolden 5

Reception
6:00 pm

8 Block Kitchen & Bar

9
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FRIDAY
March 17



Break Out Session 1
9:00 am – 10:50 am

Education, Networks, and Ideology Critique
Ian Cruise, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Do Educational Methods that Work Work?” – Lars Lindblom

“Game Theory and Ideology Critique” – Kirun Sankaran
“Networks, Power, and the Need for PPE Tomorrow”– Michael Munger

Room: Bolden 1

Ryan Muldoon’s  
Social Contract Theory for a diverse World: Beyond Tolerance
Geoff Sayre-McCord, Convener and Moderator

Presentations:
“Analytic Review” – David Wiens
“Analytic Review”  – Fred D’Agostino
Response to Reviews by Wiens and D’Agostino  – Ryan Muldoon

Room: Bolden 2

Justice, Freedom, and Economics
Florian Ostmann, Moderator

Presentations: 
“The Free Market Critique of Desert and Justice as Fairness or Rawls’s Debt to 
          Frank Knight” – Andrew Lister
“Meritocracy in a General Framework of Economic Dynamics” – Baochun Peng
“Freedom and Financial Markets” – Joshua Preiss

Room: Bolden 3

Justice and the Law
Norman Daniels, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Bright Lines in Juvenile Justice” – Amy Berg 
“Justice, Coordination, and Legal Certainty: A Rawlsian Functionalist Defense of the  
       Rule of Law” – Christopher Boom and Chad Van Schoelandt
“Identity, Immutability, and the Future of Equal Protection Doctrine” – Nick Serafin

Room: Bolden 4

Registration, Displays and Exhibits
Room: Bolden 6
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11:00 pm – 12:50 pm
Autonomy, Rights, and Paternalism
Jason Hanna, Convener

Michael Cholbi, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Mill’s Absolute Ban on Paternalism” – Jonathan Riley 
“Interference with What?” – Kalle Grill
“Paternalism, Insult, and Equality” – Jason Hanna

Room: Bolden 1

Philosophical Perspectives on Property
Marcus Schultz-Bergin, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Property Rights in Non-rival Goods” – Bryan Cwik
“Property as a Moral Phenomenon” – Dan Moller
“The Meaning of Property in Things” – Bart Wilson

Room: Bolden 5

Bargaining and Justice
John Thrasher, Convener

Ryan Muldoon, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Bargaining and the Social Contract: A Reorientation” – John Thrasher
“The Evolution of Incredible Threats”  – Jason Alexander
“Bargaining Theory, Justice, and the Social Contract” – Michael Moehler
“Bargaining and the Dynamics of Divisional Norms” – Justin Bruner

Room: Bolden 2

Virtue and Economics
Jennifer Baker, Convener

William Christmas, Moderator

Presentations: 
“On Virtue Economics” – Geoffrey Brennan 
“Economic Good as Indifferent: The Stoics’ Radical Approach” – Jennifer Baker

Room: Bolden 3

Break Out Session 2

Break Out Session 1
9:00 am – 10:50 am



Break Out Session 2 cont.

11:00 pm – 12:50 pm
Topics in the Philosophy of Money
Samuel Schmitt, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Money and the Rule of Law” – Glenn Furton
“On the Ontology of Money”  – Graham Hubbs

Room: Bolden 4

Freedom, Equality, and Distributive Justice
Chris Melenovsky, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Individual Freedom and Laissez-Faire Economic Rights and Liberties”  – Samuel Freeman 
“Prioritarianism, Separateness of Persons, and Comparative Considerations” – Xuetai Qi
“It’s Not Easy Being Egalitarian”  – Michael Weber

Room: Bolden 5

Lunch Break 
1:00 pm – 2:30 pm

Break Out Session 3
2:30 pm – 4:20 pm

Exploitation, Claims of Conscience, and War
Yoaav Isaacs, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Two Puzzles About Exploitation” – Michael Kates
“Public Cartels, Private Conscience” – Michael Cholbi
“Financial Considerations During War” – Idit Shafran Gittleman 

Room: Bolden 1

PPE Programs, the University, and Society:  
History, Purpose, and Influence
Gwen Bradford, Convener and Moderator

Panelists: 
Paul Hurley
Alex Amari
Michael Moehler

Room: Bolden 2
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Morality, Politics, and Economic Policy
Sean Ingham, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Do Employers Owe a Living Wage?” – Jason Brennan 
“Fair Negotiation and Economic Policy”  – Marcus Arvan
“What is Even Cooler than Philosophy?” – David Schmidtz

Room: Bolden 3

Libertarianism, Responsibility, and Public Choice
Anthony Gill, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Libertarianism Excludes Corporations” – Andrew Cohen
“Moral Responsibility and Collective Decisions” – Martin Van Hees
“A Libertarian Perspective on Public Choice” – Walter Block

Room: Bolden 4

State Power, Equality, and Political Theory
Gry Wester, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Informed Consent and the State” – Jake Monaghan
“No Domination, No Politics: The Failings of Normative Political Theory” – Carla Yumatle
“Insufficient Sufficiency: Adding an Egalitarian Ceiling Over the Floor of Sufficiency” 
           – Frédérick Armstrong

Room: Bolden 5

Break Out Session 4
4:30 pm – 6:20 pm

Technical Approaches to Moral and Political Philosophy
Andrew Lister, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Interpersonal Comparisons with Preferences and Desires” – Jacob Barrett
“Bentham’s Greatest-Happiness Principle: an Ordinalist Perspective” – Walter Bossert
“Social Choice and the Capability Approach” – Maurice Salles

Room: Bolden 1

Break Out Session 3 cont.

2:30 pm – 4:20 pm



Central Banking, Financial Regulation, and Inequalities
Peter Dietsch, Convener 

Joshua Preiss, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Debt, Money Creation, and Justice” – Peter Dietsch
“Central (Bank) Planning?  The Price of Bending the Far End of the Yield Curve” –  
       Benjamin Braun
“Money as a Political Institution in the History of Economic Thought”– Stefan Eich

Room: Bolden 2

Freedom and State Power
Thomas Noah, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Methodological Anarchism” – Billy Christmas and Jason Lee Byas
“An Ethos of Liberty” – Carlo Cordasco and Billy Christmas
“The Problem of Limited Government” – J.P. Messina

Room: Bolden 3

Break Out Session 4 cont.

4:30 pm – 6:20 pm

Reception
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Reforming Criminal Law: Juvenile Sentencing and  
Non-Ideal Theory
Chris Suprenant, Convener

Macy Salzberger, Moderator

Panelists: 
Kristen Bell
Chris Suprenant
Andrew Cohen

Room: Bolden 4

8 Block Kitchen & Bar
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SATURDAY

SATURDAY
March 18



Democracy and Equality
Samuel Freeman, Moderator

Presentations: 
“What is the Social Democratic Alternative?” – Jeppe von Platz
“Epistemic Democracy - Beyond Knowledge Exploitation”  – Julian Müeller
“Meritocratic Matching Can Dissolve the Efficiency-Equality Tradeoff” – Heinrich Nax

Room: Bolden 1

Break Out Session 1
9:00 am – 10:50 am

Ethical Lessons from the Biomedical Sciences for the  
Social Sciences
Gil Hersch, Convener 

Amy Berg, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Towards a Unified Regulation Policy for Deception in Experimental Social Science” 
       – Gil Hersch
“The Ethics of Policy RCTs:  The Principle of Policy Equipoise” – Doug MacKay
“From Clinical Research to Research for Development:  The Responsiveness  
       Requirement in International Development Research” – Danielle Wenner
“Why Biomedical Research Ethics are Unsuited to Social Science” – Greg Whitfield

Room: Bolden 2

Taxation and Political Polarization
Peter Dietsch, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Just and Efficient Taxation: A Desert-based Approach” – Tom Mulligan
“The Epistemic Costs of Political Polarization” – Rishi Joshi
“Economics, Politics, and Psychology in Taxing Corporations” – Steven Sheffrin

Room: Bolden 3

Moral Questions in Economics and Politics
Graham Hubbs, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Markets and Reciprocity”  – Sahar Akhtar
“Social Trust and Public Reason”– Kevin Vallier
“Markets and Motives” – Fernando Tesón  and Guido Pincione

Room: Bolden 4

Registration, Displays and Exhibits
Room: Bolden 6
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Break Out Session 1 cont.

9:00 am – 10:50 am
Topics in Political Philosophy
Art Carden, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Institutional Corruption, the Challenge of Accountability, and Strategies for Reform”        
       – William English
“Just War and the Protection of Cultural Heritage” – Jonathan Peterson
“Equal Rights to the Earth:  The Next Moral Revolution– Nicolaus Tideman

Room: Bolden 5

Break Out Session 2
11:00 am – 12:50 pm

Differentiated Institutionalism and the Disunited States
David Jacobs, Convener 

Joshua Preiss, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Competitive Federalism, Worker Self-Efficacy, and the Feedback Loop” –David Jacobs
“Power Vacuums and Policy Missteps: Lessons from Michigan” – Kim Saks McManaway 
“Louisiana Exceptionalism” – Tom Aswell

Room: Bolden 1

Paternalism:  Economic, Philosophical, and  
Political Perspectives
Anthony Gill, Convener 

James Harrigan, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Cultural Paternalism:  An Initial Exploration into a Potentially Wider Research Agenda” 
– Anthony Gill
“What is Really Wrong with Libertarian Paternalism” – Kyle Swan
“Circumscribed Justice” – Michael Thomas

Room: Bolden 2

Technical Approaches to Moral and Political Philosophy
David Wiens, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Public Reason, Convergence Discourse, and the Well-Ordered Society under Crisis” 
      – Hun Chung
“How Ought Preferences Affect Policy in a Democracy? Unappreciated Implications of the 
Gibbard-Satterthwaite Theorem”  – Sean Ingham
“Three Responses to the Allais Paradox”  – Douglas MacLean

Room: Bolden 3



Break Out Session 2 cont.

11:00 am – 12:50 pm
Topics in Justice
Florian Ostmann, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Justice as the Pursuit of Accord” – Karl Widerquist
“Justice in the Automated Economy” – Derrick Gray

Room: Bolden 4

Well-Being, Social Practices, and Reasons
Samuel Freeman, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Values and Commitments as the Focal Point of Well-Being” – Ya-Yun Kao
“A Normative Taxonomy of Social Practices” – Chris Melenovsky
“Independent Reasons” – Itai Sher

Room: Bolden 5

Lunch Break 
1:00 pm – 2:30 pm

Break Out Session 3
2:30 pm – 4:20 pm

Unfair Pricing
Mike Giberson, Convener 

Tony Gill, Moderator

Presentations: 
“A Legal Theory for Price Gouging”  – Mike Giberson
“Price Gouging Laws and the Economic Impact of Hurricanes”  – Randal Rucker
“Price Controls in Jewish Law” – Michael Makovi

Room: Bolden 1
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Liberty as a Social Technology
Art Carden, Convener 

David Schmidtz, Moderator

Presentations: 
“More and Better:  Resources Defined Through Property and Exchange”   – Art Carden
“Starting from Where We Are:  Buchanan’s Theory of Property and Consent” 
      – Michael Munger
“An Ecological Theory of Democracy: Steps Toward a Non-equilibrium View of  
      Democracy” – William Collins 

Room: Bolden 2

Ethics and Climate Economics:  The Stern Review at 10
Paul Kelleher, Convener 

Douglas MacLean, Moderator

Presentations: 
“The Stern Review and Ethical Issues in Integrated Assessment Models” – Mark Budolfson 
“A Few Optimistic Thoughts on Climate Change” – Kian Mintz-Woo
“The Stern Review: Discounting, Risk and Inequality” – Maddalena Ferranna

Room: Bolden 3

Procedural Fairness and Economic Growth 
Frédérick Armstrong, Moderator

Presentations: 
“Accountability for Reasonableness and Standards of Reasoning in an Institutional  
      Setting” – Gry Wester
“Towards an Account of Transactional Fairness in International Supply Chains:  The Case     
      for Profit-Sharing Among Corporate Traders” – Florian Ostmann
“Productivity and Self-Respect in a Growing Economy” – Keith Hankins

Room: Bolden 4

Rational Choice, Social Choice, and Decision Theory
William Berger, Moderator

Presentations: 
“How ‘Thin’ Rational Choice Theory Explains Choices” – Roberto Fumagalli
“How We Choose When We Choose Justice”” – David Wiens
“A Defense of Decision Theory” – Ziming Song

Room: Bolden 5

Break Out Session 3 cont.

2:30 pm – 4:20 pm



Plenary Session
4:30 pm – 5:30 pm

“Modeling Integrity and Reconciliation:  
The Role of Diversity in Self-organized Moral Systems” 
Gerald Gaus, Keynote Speaker

Room: Bolden 5

21



22

Here, thanks to Ian Cruise, 
are some suggestions of 
things to do in New Orleans, 
along with enjoying the 
conference sessions and 
receptions:

FOOD:

Upscale, classic New Orleans:   
Commander’s Palace, Galatoire’s, Arnaud’s, Antoine’s

Upscale, but more modern:   
August, Cochon, Herbsaint, La Petite Grocery, Coquette, 
Peche

Cheaper, but great:   
Central Grocery (for Muffulettas), Parkway Bakery and 
Tavern (for Po Boys), Company Burger (for burgers), 
Cafe du Monde (for beignets)

ALSO WORTH CHECKING OUT:  

Sucre, which is a great bakery where you can get all 
kinds of confections, but probably most notably some 
great macarons.

Bars: 
The Carousel Bar, The Sazerac Bar, and
for anyone interested in something kind of kitschy but 
still fun: Lafitte’s Blacksmith Shop Bar,  which is reputed 
to be the oldest bar in the US.

Music: 
Just walk up Frenchmen St. at night: The best known 
places along there are probably The Spotted Cat Music 
Club and Three Muses.

Other places not on Frenchmen that are solid: Tipiti-
na’s and the House of Blues.

OTHER STUFF TO DO: 

US National WWII Museum, New Orleans Museum 
of Art, City Park, Audubon Park, take the street car 
down St. Charles and look at all of the architecture.

New Orleans Suggestions
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